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The First Sunday in Lent

	 OUR PASTOR

Pastor Lincoln Albrecht 	        (623) 312.8650 	          pastor@AZRiverOfLife.com


WELCOME TO RIVER OF LIFE

Thank you for joining us this morning. In our worship service, God’s children—you 
& I—gather together before God to be strengthened through God’s Word. In 
response to God’s message of love to us, we offer God our worship and praise.

The worship folder you're holding has the entire Order of Service. If you have 
questions, feel free to ask one of our ushers or anyone near you. The unfamiliar can 
be intimidating—let us help you. We want you to be comfortable & comforted here.

Restrooms are located in the front corner for your convenience.

God wants everyone to worship together. We recognize that public worship is a 
learning process for children. Parents, if you feel like you need a moment, there is a 
room in the back of the worship area where you can see, hear, and participate in 
worship without being heard.


OUR FOCUS FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING 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In the season of Lent, we see Jesus taking our place in his passion—the Valiant One 
fighting for us on the battlefield. Today’s struggle is against temptation. In our Gospel 
reading, Jesus is sent by the Holy Spirit out into the wilderness to face off with Satan. 
Despite the Devil's best attempts at temptation, Jesus is not moved. He is faithful to his 
Father and confident in what the Word says and means. In Romans 8, we learn of the 
gifts given to us through Christ’s victory. God is for us. That is why Jesus came to stand 
in our place. But this promise isn’t just something for the past. God continues to be for 
us. He remains faithful to his promises and his people and even intercedes on our 
behalf. In Genesis 22, we see that same God step into the life of Abraham and Isaac. 
While this test may trouble us from afar, God does not stand far off. He injects himself 
into the incident and prevents Isaac’s sacrifice. This is the same God who sacrifices 
himself in our place so that we might have his blessings.  God is always for his people!




The Gathering

INVOCATION


Minister:	 In the name of the Father and of the Son ✚ and of the Holy Spirit.

People:	 Amen.


HYMN 	 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us | 523 (1)


CONFESSION OF SINS 	 

M:	 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

P:	 If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
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M:	 Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

P:	 Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.


HYMN 	 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us | 523 (2)
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FORGIVENESS OF SINS

M:	 God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son ✚ and of the Holy Spirit.


P:	 Amen.


HYMN 	 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us | 523 (3)


  

SALUTATION


M:	 The Lord be with you.

P:	 And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY


M:	 Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, 
and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep 
us steadfast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore 
us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


P:	 Amen.


The Word

NEW TESTAMENT READING	 Romans 8 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is 
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was 
raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 


“For your sake we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  


37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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Jesus encouraged the little ones to come to 
him. During this portion of the worship 

service, the truths of God are presented 
in a simplified way for all.



VERSE OF THE DAY	 Matthew 4:10

It is written: “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”


SONG OF PRAISE 	 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | 201 (3-4)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING	 Genesis 22
1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go 
to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I 
will show you.” 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with 
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for 
the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the 
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his 
servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will 
worship and then we will come back to you.” 

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, 
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on 
together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?” 

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, 
my son.” And the two of them went on together. 

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slay his son.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING	 Genesis 22

11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know 
that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 
He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it 
is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and 
said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17  I will surely bless you and 
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on 
the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,  
because you have obeyed me.”


GOSPEL READING	 Mark 1

M:	 The Gospel according to Mark, chapter one:
P:	 Glory be to you, O Lord! 


12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, 
and angels attended him. 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!”


M:	 This is the Gospel of our Lord.

P:	 Praise be to you, O Christ!	 
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HYMN OF THE DAY	 The Lamb | 714
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THE MESSAGE	 Genesis 22


Our Response to God’s Word

M:	 In Christ, you have heard the Word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation. 

P:	 	 We believe in Christ and trust in the truth he has revealed to us in his Word. 

M:	 Living and serving together in trust and hope, we confess our common faith.


NICENE CREED 
1

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

	 	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

	 	 eternally begotten of the Father,  

	 	 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

	 	 	 begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.                        	

Through him all things were made.   

	 	 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

	 	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   

	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

	 	 He suffered death and was buried.   	 

	 	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.                                                               

	 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,                                                                           
	 and his kingdom will have no end. 


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life, 

	 	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,                                                                                                              

	 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,                                               
	 who has spoken through the prophets. 


	 	 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.                                                                                      
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                              
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 	 	
	 Amen. 


 The Nicene Creed is the only common confession of faith for the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox, the Anglican 1

Communion of churches, the Oriental Orthodox churches, and many Protestant bodies—which includes Lutherans.
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THANK OFFERING

God’s people respond with thankful hearts. The people of River of Life have joined to offer God the first-fruits of all he 
has given us. Our offerings support God’s work in this community and the world. If you are a visitor with us, thank you 
for joining us today. Please do not feel obligated to support our ministry, but we ask that you do take time to fill out a 
digital connect card (azriveroflife.com/connect) so we can thank you for joining us. Thank you & God bless you!


PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:	 O Lord God Most High, almighty fortress and protector, we praise you for 

providing for us each day. You have brought us safely to this time and place.  

P:	 In the midst of many dangers and temptations, we are still your children 

only by your grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Thank you for saving us.   

M:	 Jesus took on our flesh and faced sin’s seduction as we do, but he did not 

yield to temptation. He was obedient in every way, at every moment.  He is 
our Victory. His triumph over sin, death, and the devil is ours forever.


P:	 When we are tempted through our fleshly appetites, by the riches of this 
world, and by our love for honor and prestige, help us to use your Word as a 
weapon. Fill our hearts and minds with the counsel of your Holy Spirit. 


M:	 God of grace, give us patience and strength for the tests we face in this life.  

P:	 Remind us that you have not promised to never give us more than we 

can handle. Assure us that you are the only refuge we need in trouble.

M:	 Lord of love, the old, evil foe loves to isolate sinners from you and from the 

body. Hear our prayers for those who are not being strengthened regularly 
by your Word. Lead them back into the fold to experience your love again. 

A time for silent, personal prayer for the spiritually lost and wandering.  


M:	 Christ Jesus, you came to win back the lost. We pray as you taught:

P:	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,      

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  


	 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion


M:	 The Lord be with you.

P:	 And also with you.

M:	 Lift up your hearts.

P:	 We lift them up to the Lord.

M:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:	 It is truly good and right that we 

should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, who brought 
the gift of salvation to all people by 
his death on the tree of the cross, so 
that the devil, who overcame us by a 
tree would in turn by a tree be 
overcome. Therefore with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 
we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:
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Prayer of Preparation: Lord God, Heavenly Father, You called me by name and declared that I was Your 
child through the washing of my Baptism. I desire, now, to receive the true body and blood of my Savior, 
Jesus Christ, in this Holy Meal. Continue to grant me grace, that I may stand before You and the body of 
believers and faithfully speak of the hope that is mine through Your life, death, and resurrection. 
Strengthen me. Grant me the forgiveness of sins and the ability to do that which pleases you; through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen.



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	 Sanctus | SWS


WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M:	 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. 
This is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


	 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all 
of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”


	 The peace of the Lord be with you always.


P:	 Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD 	    Agnus Dei | SWS


DISTRIBUTION

At River of Life, we believe that in the Lord's Supper, along with the bread & wine, we miraculously receive 
the real body & blood of Christ for the full forgiveness of sins. Scripture directs believers in preparation 
and reception: “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of 
the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats 
and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29)


This meal is also an expression of unity with one another: “Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all partake of the one loaf.” (1 Cor. 10:17) Therefore we ask that if you are not familiar with our 
teachings, please speak with Pastor Albrecht before taking the Lord's Supper. Thank you.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN	 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | 312 


16Additional stanzas for this hymn are in the red hymnal or on the screens in front of you.




PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M:	 Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised 

you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the 
coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have 
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may 
be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.


P:	 Amen.

SONG OF THANKSGIVING 	 Thank the Lord | SWS


	 


BLESSING


M:	 Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

	 Serve the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.


P:	 Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN	 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | 201 (1-2) 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RIVER OF LIFE LUTHERAN | refreshing truth for all people


	 THANK YOU FOR JOINING US THIS MORNING

	            Thank you for setting aside a Sunday morning to be with us in God’s house. 

What a joy to hear that Jesus has paid for all our sins and gives us the free gift of 
eternal life in heaven! It’s our prayer that you enjoyed your time here, at River of 
Life, and that God’s Word has strengthened your faith. One of life’s greatest 
pleasures is meeting new people and developing lasting relationships. 


MIDWEEK LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS & WORSHIP SERVICES 	 WEDNESDAYS

	 The unbelieving world has always insisted on putting God on trial. As our society 

becomes more secular, we Christians are increasingly aware of the many ways in which 
God—and his people—are judged. Temptations are many in this environment: treating 
unbelievers as enemies, retreating from the world, even questioning God ourselves. 
How do we live as people of God in this hostile world? We find our model—and our 
motivation—in Jesus. During the next 5 Wednesdays (7pm), we are going to examine the 
moments when the Son of God was literally on trial. Each Wednesday service will also 
feature a potluck soup supper beforehand.  Make plans to be fed physically & spiritually.  


DAYLIGHT MISSION TEAM	 MARCH 3-10

	 Three young ladies—Morgan, Kaitlin, and Caitlin—from Martin Luther College (New Ulm, 

MN)—our synodical worker training school will be helping us advance God’s kingdom in 
our community. They need your help, support, and prayers. How can you help? You can 
go with them out into our community, provide housing, treat them to a home-cooked 
meal, or sponsor a lunch or dinner. Talk with Pastor Albrecht if you have any questions.
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COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Portions of our service are from Christian Worship, Christian Worship Supplement (NPH Electronic Ed.), and  
Luther’s Catechism (Revised) and are reprinted under One-License.net License #A-723544 and CCLI Copyright 
License #20992728 & Streaming License #20992735. All Scripture references taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW 
INTERNATIONAL VERSION ® Copyright © 2011 by International Bible Society.

Hymn #523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us Text & Tune: Stuart Townend, © 1995 Thankyou Music, admin. 
CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20992735

Hymn #201 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. composite.

Hymn #714 The Lamb Text: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953 © 1987 Birnamwood Publications (ASACP), a division of 
MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Hymn #312 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.
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Certainty & Hope In The Coming Days


Feb. 18 (10:20 am) Family Bible Study: Immanuel: 

Breaks Bread With Sinners

Feb. 21 (6:00 pm) Lenten Soup Supper

Feb. 21 (7:00 pm) Midweek Lenten Worship: God On Trial 
—Misconceptions

Feb. 23 (4:30pm) Youth Catechism Class

Feb. 25 (9:00 am) Worship: Spared: Through—But Not 
From—Suffering

Feb. 25 (10:20 am) Family Bible Study: Immanuel: 

Washes His Disciples’ Feet

Feb. 28 (6:00 pm) Lenten Soup Supper

Feb. 28 (7:00 pm) Midweek Lenten Worship:  God On Trial
—Truth

CONNECTING WITH RIVER OF LIFE

Videos of recent worship services and audio recordings of weekly sermons 
are available online. Check out our website or our Facebook page.


AZRiverOfLife.com    facebook.com/AzRiverOfLife 


http://AZRiverOfLife.com
http://facebook.com/AzRiverOfLife

